they sinned, then, to diminish the rain is not possible, for the decree 
has already been issued. So what does the Holy One, blessed be he, 
do? He scatters the rain to the sea, desert, and river, so that the land 
will not benefit from it. What is the proof? ‘To cause it to rain on a 
land where no man is, on the wilderness in which there is no man’ (Job 
38:26). Behold, if Israel was not worthy on the New Year, so that 
diminished rain was decreed for them, but in the end they repented, 
well, to add to the rain is not possible, for the decree was already 
issued. So what does the Holy One, blessed be he, do for them? He 
brings them as much as is needed for the land and calls down dew and 
wind so that the land will benefit from the rain. What is the proof? 
“Watering her ridges abundantly, settling down the furrows thereof, 


you make her soft with showers, you bless the growth thereof’ (Ps. 
65:11).” 


IV. YERUSHALMI Rosa HASHANAH 1:4 


[A] ON THE OCCASION OF SIX NEW MOONS MESSENGERS GO FORTH: (1) aT NISAN, 
BECAUSE OF Passover; (2) AT AB, BECAUSE OF THE FAST; (3) AT ELUL, 
BECAUSE OF THE New YEAR; (4) AT TISHRE, BECAUSE OF THE 
DETERMINATION OF THE SET FEASTS; (5) AT KISLEV, BECAUSE OF HANUKKAH} 
AND (6) AT ADAR, BECAUSE OF PURM. AND WHEN THE TEMPLE STOOD, THEY 
GO FORTH ALSO AT IyYAR, BECAUSE OF THE LESSER PASSOVER [OBSERVED BY 
THOSE UNCLEAN FOR THE FIRST PASSOVER]. 


1. I:1: Why not send messengers also for the Festival of Week? 


2: I:2: But did not messengers go out in Elul? 


V. YErUsHALMI Rosa HaAsHanad 1:5 


[A] [IN ORDER TO PRESENT TESTIMONY] OF THE [BEGINNING] OF TWO MONTHS THEY 
PROFANE THE SABBATH [BY TRAVELING BEYOND THE SABBATH LIMIT IN ORDER 
TO NOTIFY THE COURT OF THE APPEARANCE OF THE NEW MOON]: FOR NISAN 
AND FOR TISHRE. FOR ON THESE OCCASIONS THE MESSENGERS GO FORTH TO 
SYRIA. AND ON THEM THEY DETERMINE THE SET FEASTS. AND WHEN THE 
TEMPLE STOOD, THEY PROFANE THE SABBATH [BY TRAVELING BEYOND THE 
SABBATH LIMIT IN ORDER TO NOTIFY THE COURT OF THE APPEARANCE OF THE 
NEW MOON] ON THE OCCASION OF ALL OF THE [MONTHS], BECAUSE OF THE 
[NEED] TO DETERMINE [THE CORRECT DAY FOR] THE OFFERING [MARKING THE 
BEGINNING OF THE NEW MONTH]. WHETHER [THE NEW MOON] APPEARED 


